
A Home for All? 

Renewing the Oikos of God  
 

The Season of Creation – 1 September to 4 October – calls all families, every household and society to 

repent and reshape our political, social and economic systems towards just, sustainable economies of 

life, which respect the life-giving ecological limits of our common home.  

A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God  

 

 

 

 

The renewal of the home of God includes the renewal of our homes and institutions. God gave humans the 

ministry to take care and cultivate this oikos of God. The cry of the earth reminds us that our home is in danger, 

that we have forgotten that we live in the household of God.   

We live with a fundamental interconnectedness, but we live as if our actions do not affect others. In fact, our 

integral ecology (oikologia) reminds us that we are all interconnected and that animals, plants, non-sentient 

organisms and minerals each play a vital role in maintaining the balance of this beloved community.  Our 

choices, actions and decisions have economic (oikonomia), social and political ramifications that affect the 

balance of creation. At the same time, economic and political decisions have direct effects on the human 

family.   

“Come Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth”  

Sustaining just ecological, social, economic and political relationships requires our faith, reason and wisdom.  

Faith gives us trust that God’s Spirit is constantly renewing the face of the Earth. Within this horizon of hope, 

our baptismal call frees us to return to our human vocation to till and keep God’s garden. In Christ, God calls 

us to participate in renewing the whole earth, safeguarding a place for every creature, and form just 

relationships among all creation.  

                                     

This year our theme is ‘A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God’. We are all in the 
house, the Oikos of God. Oikos is the Greek word for “home”. 
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Advocacy 

Education  

• Establish a “Care for Creation” education program at the parish, with information shared through 
resource materials, guest speakers, workshops, and parish bulletin entries. 

• Arrange for an Energy Audit or Green Audit to be carried out in your parish.  

Purchasing  

• Purchase paper products that come from recycled sources; cleaning products that are 
environmentally friendly; serve Fair Trade products that ensure fair wages for workers.  

• Repair items that can be repaired rather than buying more.  

Waste management  

• Establish a waste management protocol in the parish. Inform all users of the building of the 
improved waste management practices.  

• Reduce the amount of waste going to landfill by using re-usable cups, cutlery and dinnerware at 
parish events.  

• Promote sharing of gently used items with the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul or a local not-for-
profit charity.  

Gardening  

• Plant a sustainable community garden. Plant native flowers and trees if space is available. 

Getting Involved  

• Research a local environmental or poverty issues in your community and explore how the parish can 
get involved.  

• Participate in ecumenical and interfaith initiatives that advocate for action on climate change and 
other important ecological issues. 

 

Also check out....  
Season of Creation Full Guide 
National Organizations 
Ways to save water 
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Earth Examen 

 

Season of Creation Earth Examen: 1 (for the full examen please click on the link) 

Reflect on God’s presence and goodness, contemplate a part of your local ecology.  

• Pick a natural or agricultural place to contemplate (e.g., a garden, forest river, city street with a 

natural area, a farmer’s field, a park).  

• Find a comfortable place to rest in or near this place.  

• Enter prayer in whatever way is natural to you.  

• Invite the Holy Spirit to open the eyes of your heart. When you are ready, reflect on the 

following questions:  

 
1. Become aware of God’s presence in a natural or agricultural place that you are 

contemplating.  

 

How do you feel knowing that the Holy Spirit has filled this place for geological ages, with every plant, 

animal, organism, and mineral that has called this place home in the deep past, makes its home here 

with you now, and will live here with creatures in this place in the future?  

 

2. Reflect on the ecological cycles of this place with gratitude for all that it provides.  

What nutrient cycles are supported by this place? How do they serve the whole earth in their being? 

For all that this place provides to nurture you and all that belong to this place, let a feeling of gratitude 

fill you.  

 

3. Pay attention to what you feel as you contemplate the fragility, health of this site. 

What are the keys to sustaining the equilibrium and balance of this place? What threatens the balance? 

What is your effect on this balance and what must you protect to maintain it?  

 

4. Choose one feature of the site and pray for it, its rest and its renewal.  

When you consider the ways that this place is under stress, what does it need for rest, restoration, and 

renewal? Pray for this site and the wisdom to care for it. 

 

 

Based on your examination, what have you discerned is required to care for this place? What 

will be your act of compassion to promote rest for this common home? 

 
1 Taken from: Season of Creation: Appended Resource 2: Engage your local ecology through this Earth Examen  
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Sunday Readings 
 

September 5 Oikonome: A Just Home For All People 
Isaiah 35:4-7; James 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37 
• Oikos, the Greek word for ‘home’, is the root word for ‘economy’ – which, at a global level, is about planetary 

housekeeping. How far have modern understandings of the importance of the economy drifted from the root 
meaning of creating a secure and just home for all? 

• Isaiah and James make clear that God will champion the cause of the oppressed, and James reminds us that 
poverty and injustice are deeply linked to our economic behaviour and systems. 

• Mark reminds us that Jesus will care for all, especially those most in need. 

September 12 Oikologie: Wisdom from Our Home Planet 
Isaiah 50:5-9; James 2:14-18; Mark 8:27-35 
• Oikos is also the root word for ‘ecology’, the science of relationships of organisms (including us) to each other 

and their surroundings. 
• Accompanying our faith must come good works and keeping of our relationships in good order. If faith goes 

unaccompanied by good works, it will die.  
• Disciples are called to a lovingly respond (take up your cross and follow Jesus).  

September 19 Peacemaking as Home-Building 
Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20; James 3:16-4:3; Mark 9:30-37 
• ‘Peace’ is at the heart of the Christian gospel. We live in a fractured world, where relationships between people, 

nature and God are deeply broken. In Christ, God comes to bring ‘peace’, not only spiritually through the 
forgiveness of sins, but to restore all these damaged and broken relationships 

• James reminds us that “… wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest 
of righteousness.” How can we, as a Christian community, be peacemakers both globally and locally, particularly 
in a context of inequality and unsustainable lifestyle choices? 

• In Mark 9:36-37, Jesus tells us that in welcoming children we welcome God himself. Today, many children and 
young people suffer from climate anxiety and despair about the future. Can we welcome the Father by listening 
more effectively to the voices of young people and changing our attitudes and behaviour in response? 

September 26 Praying for Our Home Planet & Its People 
Numbers 11:25-29; James 5:1-6; Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
• There is a danger that responses to climate injustice and environmental chaos are only about activism: 

campaigns and advocacy. Today’s readings encourage us to also turn to God in prayer in times of crisis, 
recognising that activism needs deep foundations in a spirituality that sustains and renews us. 

• Mark 9:42 uses strong language to warn of the danger of causing children and young people to stumble. A recent 
UK survey claimed 90% of young Christians see the climate as today’s most pressing and urgent issue, and yet 
90% also say their churches are not doing enough on climate change. If churches are slow to pray, speak and 
act on the climate emergency, this passage suggests God will judge us harshly for causing young people to 
stumble in their faith. Our response should be one of lament and repentance, in prayer and fasting, and in 
speaking out and acting decisively. 

October 3 Home and A Hope for The Future 

Genesis 2:7, 15, 18-24; Hebrews 2:9-11; Mark 10:2-16 
• The Gospel speaks of the place of children in God’s kingdom. Jesus states, ‘Let the little children come to me, 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ Today’s children might inherit an 
impoverished and unstable world due to our failures to address climate and ecological breakdown. How can 
we both learn from today’s children and young people, and become like them in trust and in seeing clearly? 

[Content developed by the Diocese of London Pastoral Services Team | Design by Lia Whalen] 
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